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The appellant, who was plaintiff below, filed a declaration alleging that the defendant, a merchant operating a large
mercantile business in Wauchula, Hardee County, sued out a warrant for the arrest of one Jack Johnson. The warrant
was placed in the hands of the sheriff, and that shortly thereafter, while the plaintiff, his relatives and friends, were in
said mercantile establishment, buying or attempting to buy merchandise, the defendant, in some manner, advised the
sheriff that the Jack Johnson for whom the said sheriff had the said warrant, was then in defendant's store. That the
sheriff and one of his deputies immediately arrived upon the scene and the defendant pointed out this plaintiff to the
sheriff and told the sheriff that plaintiff was the man for whom the sheriff had the warrant, whereupon the officers
immediately in a boisterous manner arrested plaintiff and took him in custody and locked him up in the county jail,
where plaintiff had to remain for something over thirty minutes before his wife procured his release on bond. That the
defendant was acquainted with plaintiff, or should have been, as he had bought merchandise from plaintiff for a
number of years; that plaintiff had not committed any crime and was not the said Jack Johnson, and that defendant
maliciously, and wrongfully had plaintiff arrested and put in jail, for which he claims damages.
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